


MICHAEL PETRY
Joshua D's Wall
and Recent Works

October 26 – November 23, 2012
Reception: Friday, October 26, 5-7pm

Hailing from El Paso, Texas, Michael Petry has made London his home for the past three decades. As Director 
of MOCA London, and the author and editor of several books on contemporary art practice, Michael is a 
spokesperson for redefining the boundaries between artist and artisan. This is the focus of his latest book for 
Thames & Hudson, The Art of Not Making: the new Artist/Artisan Relationship. Artists have a long history of 
using apprentices and artisans in their studios that would produce paintings and sculptures. This tradition is 
celebrated in Petry’s book as he uses glass artisans from Murano, Italy when producing his installations.

This exhibition of glass sculptures includes a field of glass orbs entitled Joshua D’s Wall, the True Love series, silver 
objects filled with clear glass, as well as knotted string compositions. Joshua D’s Wall alludes to the biblical story 
of Joshua and the crumbling walls of Jericho. The glass stones resemble the boulders from the crumbling walls 
that have been scattered in the fall. Petry finds neoclassical vintage silver objects in thrift shops and market stalls 
and fills them with molten glass to produce objects with overflowing associations of love, memory, passion and 
desire. These silver objects are part of Petry’s True Love series which were shown at Sir John Soane’s Museum 
in London last year. Petry was the first to receive an artist-in-residence award at this prestigious architecture 
museum. The String compositions include Memory String II, a length of rope with five large blown green glass 
beads. Knots separate the beads, representing the passing of time, perhaps a forget-me-not of a memory.
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For Immediate Release

David Kapp, Harlem Elevated, 2012, oil on linen, 78 x 96 inches

Who: David Kapp and Michael Petry
What: David Kapp:West/East – Los Angeles/New York, paintings

Michael Petry: Joshua D’s Wall and Recent Works, glass sculpture
When: Friday, October 26, 2012 until Friday, November 23, 2012; Opening reception on Friday,
October 26, 2012 from 5:00 7:00 pm. Last Friday Art Walk in the Railyard Arts District.
Where: Zane Bennett Contemporary Art, 435 S. Guadalupe St., Santa Fe, NM 87501

Zane Bennett Contemporary Art is pleased to announce shows by two featured artists, West/East – Los
Angeles/New York, an exhibit of David Kapp’s paintings and Joshua D’s Wall and Recent Works, glass
sculpture by Michael Petry. The opening is at the gallery, 435 South Guadalupe Street, across from the
rail station, from 5:00 7:00 pm to coincide with the Railyard Arts District Last Friday Art Walk.

For further information, please contact:
Meg Hachmann, Special Project Coordinator,
1.505.982.8111 x1014
megh@zanebennettgallery.com
www.zanebennettgallery.com

The Touch of the Oracle: Michael Petry, Works 2003/12
ISBN: 978-0-9569116-1-2
is available from Thames & Hudson and at the gallery

Zane Bennett Contemporary Art | 435 S. Guadalupe St. | Santa Fe, NM 87501 | T: 1.505-982-8111 | F: 1.505-982-8160 | www.zanebennettgallery.com



Joshuas D’s Wall
Installation view Zane Bennette Contemporary Art







Above: True Love series
Opposite page:  Tie A Knot in it - string theory works
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Ganesha’s Trunk I 
2012
Orange nylon
Dimensions variable



La Petit Mort V
2012
Black nylon
Dimensions variable



Post Coital Blues II 
2012
Blue nylon
Dimensions variable



In the Pink I
2012
Pink nylon, five pieces
Dimensions variable



The Golden Age III
2012
Gold nylon
Dimensions variable
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